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Unrehabilitated land in older part of Aidu oil shale mine in Ida Viru county Estonia.

WASHINGTON — A company from the former Soviet republic of Estonia is locked in a bid
to mine massive oil shale resources in Utah, claiming it has the technology and know-how
to recover 50,000 barrels of oil per day over the course of three decades.

"We're very confident we can do this in an environmentally responsible manner," Rikki
Hrenko, chief executive officer of Enefit American Oil, a U.S.-based subsidiary of Estonian
energy firm Eesti Energia, told the Salt Lake City newspaper Deseret News.

Enefit acquired the lease to a large tract of land in eastern Utah two years ago and is
attempting to secure federal, state and local permits in an effort to produce its first oil
from the project in 2020 and start full production in 2024, according to the Deseret News.

The company, which will hold public meetings in Salt Lake City this week to discuss building
utility lines to support the project, is touting the economic boon that the venture will bring
to the local economy in the form of revenues and jobs.
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Opponents of the project in Utah, however, say they have serious concerns about
the environmental damage that extracting the shale resources could have on the state's
geology, air and water resources.

"What are the potential impacts on existing business? What are the potential impacts
on human health and the environment, on the ability of the state to ensure that water will be
available?" David Abelson, an oil shale policy adviser with the environmental group Western
Resource Advocate, told the Deseret News.

Enefit plans to develop the oil by strip mining and heating kerogen-bearing ore, which
releases greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, The Salt Lake Tribune reported. The company
also plans to use water primarily to keep dust at bay but says its water-use will be moderate
and conservation-minded.

"All the water will be re-used," Hrenko told the Deseret News.

Enefit also claims that its process will also see the land's original topography restored after
mining of a given area is completed.

The mining of oil shale in Estonia dates back nearly a century and continued during the five
decades of Soviet control over the Baltic nation. Shale oil accounts for more than 90 percent
of the country's power, according to a 2007 by the European Academies Science Advisory
Council.
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