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Golos deputy head Grigory Melkonyants visiting a Moscow court Tuesday. Sergei Karpukhin

The government's legislative commission has approved a draft amendment giving the
authorities additional grounds on which to carry out unscheduled inspections of
nongovernmental groups that violate Russian law, the Justice Ministry said Tuesday.

According to the draft amendment, checks can be undertaken if violations are not fixed within
time limits set by the authorities or if signs of extremism within an organization are reported.

NGOs may also be inspected at the request of the president, government officials or
prosecutors.

A law obliging NGOs that receive funding from abroad and are involved in loosely defined
“political activity” to register as "foreign agents" was signed by President Vladimir Putin in
July 2012. The law has sparked criticism from international and Russian human rights
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organizations that say the law is another step taken by the Kremlin to suppress opposition to
Putin's rule.

Many NGOs have resisted abiding by the law, saying the name “foreign agent” unfairly makes
an organization sound like a spy. Partly in response to this resistance, hundreds of
nongovernmental organizations have been raided since March.

In April, independent elections watchdog Golos was fined 300,000 rubles ($9,396) for failing
to register as a foreign agent after the government accused it of receiving financing from
abroad and practicing “political activity.” Golos denied the charge and is appealing the fine.

On Tuesday, a regional office of Golos was taken to court by the Justice Ministry on the same
charge. A Golos representative disputed the accusation in a Moscow court, saying the regional
office of the organization received foreign financing but did not conduct “political activity,”
Interfax reported.
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