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Suspect in Belgorod Shooting to
Undergo Mental Checks
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Sergei Pomazun

A former convict charged with killing six people in a shooting spree in downtown Belgorod
this month is expected to undergo at least two psychiatric examinations.

The suspect, Sergei Pomazun, will be examined by local doctors and then probably sent
for further tests at the respected Serbsky Institute for Social and Forensic Psychiatry
in Moscow, Interfax reported, citing an unidentified official close to the investigation.

"Along and comprehensive examination in a hospital is required," the official said, adding
that the testing would last at least a month.

Pomazun's 55-year-old father has told investigators that his son had been acting
aggressively recently and had attacked both of his parents, causing minor injuries.

But investigators believe that Pomazun, 32, is mentally fit.
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Pomazun is accused of opening fire in a gunshop where sales staff refused to sell him
a firearm on April 22, killing three. The gunman then went outside and shot dead three
passersby, including a 14-year-old girl and a 16-year-old girl.

Pomazun was captured on the night of April 23 at a train station in Belgorod after an extensive
manhunt involving thousands of Russian and Ukrainian police. Belgorod is located just north
of the Ukrainian border.

Pomazun put up armed resistance, wounding a police officer with a knife during his arrest.

Pomazun faces up to life in prison on murder charges. He also faces charges of stealing
weapons and ammunition, the use of stolen weapons to inflict injury, and assault on a police
office.

Pomazun was released from prison last year after serving four years for theft and assaulting
police.
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