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Since the restrictions were introduced, the number of transit vehicles on the MKAD has dropped over 30
percent. Denis Abramov

Moscow city authorities are imposing harsher restrictions on heavy-duty trucks that enter
the capital starting from May 1 while raising the fines for violators.

All trucks with a capacity of up to 12 tons will be banned from entering the Moscow Ring Road,
or MKAD, from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Under the previous rules, introduced on March 1, only heavy-duty trucks that transit through
Moscow to another location could not enter the MKAD.  

As before, trucks with a capacity of more than a ton are not allowed inside the Third Ring
Road, located between the MKAD and the Garden Ring, during the day. Trucks that do not
meet Euro 2 or higher emission standards are not allowed to enter the Third Ring Road at any

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/alexander-panin


time.

The fines for not following these rules will be increased. From May 1, they will be raised
from the current 500 rubles ($16) to 2,000 rubles and are expected to go up higher in the
upcoming months. The fine will rise to 3,000 rubles in June and 5,000 rubles in July.

Violators are recorded by cameras installed along the whole length of the MKAD and caught
by the police on patrol. As of now, the police issue from 5,000 to 10,000 fines a day, said
Dmitry Savchenko, a deputy head of Moscow's Transportation Department.

But there are exceptions to the ban to enter the MKAD. Trucks that carry goods necessary
to satisfy the needs of the capital or those transiting through Moscow to the Moscow region
can get a legal free pass. Almost 12,000 passes have already been issued by the authorities
of both regions, Savchenko said.  

"Although we have warned truckers of the upcoming restrictions well in advance, the number
of applications for the passes has gone up significantly only over the last few weeks,"
Savchenko said. To handle the lines waiting for passes, the authorities even had to hire new
personnel and make them work in shifts to ensure a 24 hour service, he added.

The goal behind all the restrictions is to ease the burden on the congested MKAD, which
produces the longest traffic jams in Europe during rush hour, with some of them stretching
for as far as 30 kilometers.

According to the Moscow transportation department, transit accounted for more than 40
percent of heavy-duty trucks on the Moscow Ring Road before the restrictions were
introduced, and a third of these truckers chose to travel during the day.

Since the restrictions were introduced on March 1, the number of transit vehicles on the
MKAD in the daytime has decreased more than 30 percent, while nighttime transit traffic has
almost doubled.

While the measures may have led to some improvements, the Yandex Probki traffic jam
monitoring service does not show an overall decrease in traffic on the MKAD.

According to a Yandex Probki report for March, the situation did improve in the middle of the
day but stayed almost unchanged during rush hours. At the same time the traffic went
from bad to worse on the Moscow region's A107 and A108 ring roads, which bypass
the capital.
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