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More than a week has passed since the terrorist attack in Boston. Naturally, emotions have yet
to calm down in the U.S. But as time passes, it becomes possible to analyze the event more
closely and to determine what exactly happened in Boston and why.

This type of terrorist attack was bound to happen eventually. After the destruction of the
World Trade Center in New York on Sept. 11, 2001, it became clear that more attacks would
follow and the only question was how many years the U.S. could successfully fend them off. It
turned out to be a very long respite — 12 years. Credit must be given to U.S. civil society and its
intelligence agencies, border and customs services for having combined their efforts
to safeguard the country against attack for so long. Unfortunately, the same is not true
for Russia. If you consider the simmering civil war in the North Caucasus, the number
of terrorist attacks in this country is almost comparable to that in Iraq.

The Boston bombings can also be considered a stroke of bad luck for the reason that almost
anything might have provoked them. My theory is that somebody simply offended
the Tsarnaev brothers with some offhand remark or ethnic slur. It might sound absurd, but
Russians know very well that people from the North Caucasus can quickly take offense
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and strongly respond to insults, both real or perceived. In this way, a thoughtless comment
could have been the tip of the iceberg based on a broader sense that the U.S. has demonized
and killed innocent Muslims in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Libya and other countries.

The bombings
may have been
bad luck since
anything, even
an ethnic slur,
could have driven
the brothers
to terrorism.

The challenge for all security and intelligence agencies engaged in fighting terrorism is how
to know what group or individuals are planning to blow up innocent people. That is why
the public is always in danger. Those who would argue that terrorism is not such a serious
problem and that far more people die from automobile accidents and cancer forget that such
deaths are natural, or at most unintended accidents, whereas killing innocent people by using
homemade bombs packed with bolts and ball bearings is a cold-blooded act of murder.

The bombing has also heightened tensions in Europe, where the problem of radical Islam is
growing along with the increasing number of refugees from the Muslim world. By some
estimates, the aftermath of the Arab Spring has only intensified that trend. Who knows what
price innocent Europeans might pay if, for example, a caricaturist in a given European
country publishes an objectionable portrayal of the Prophet Mohammad and a radical Islamist
group responds with a terrorist attack. Muslims are becoming increasingly isolated
from traditional Judeo-Christian society, despite all of the efforts by the media to observe
political correctness. It is worth noting that commentary in the U.S. media has been
remarkably objective and devoid of Islamophobia. One article in the New York Times
newspaper was even criticized for being too soft on terrorism.

The Boston bombings have had repercussions for Russia as well. First, it took place during
a major sporting event. That immediately calls to mind next year's Olympic Games in Sochi,
a prime opportunity for terrorists. Of course, the Russian authorities are committed to doing
everything in their power to protect the athletes and fans from a terrorist threat, and the
measures already taken are impressive. What's more, the Boston attack has given the Kremlin
an added pretext for stamping out extremist activity.

Second, since the suspected terrorists were ethnic Chechens, Moscow can use this fact
to justify the harsh measures it has taken over the past decade in the North Caucasus. After all,
if extremists from the Caucasus have already appeared in the U.S., then how much more
dangerous it must be in Russia, and still more in the North Caucasus, a region right next
to Sochi. Extremist groups are undoubtedly already planning attacks against the Olympic
Games, perhaps turning to terrorist groups in the Middle East and Afghanistan for assistance
and financing.

Another source of support could come from opposition forces in Syria, which include



a number of fighters from the North Caucuses. They have always opposed Moscow
for supporting the regime of Syrian President Bashar Assad and might be willing to help
terrorist groups from the Caucasus disrupt the Olympics.

When tens of thousands of people gather for an event, it is impossible to fully guarantee
everyone's safety. It is just possible that some of the sports fans who stood at the finish line
of the Boston Marathon also hold tickets to ice hockey or cross-country skiing competitions
at the Sochi Olympics. If so, they will probably think twice before attending.
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