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MAKHACHKALA — U.S. investigators are in contact with the parents of the two Boston
bombing suspects in southern Russia and working with Russian security officials to shed light
on the deadly attack, a U.S. Embassy official said Wednesday.

The parents plan to fly to the United States on Thursday, the father was quoted telling
the Russian state news agency RIA-Novosti.

The U.S. team traveled Tuesday from Moscow to the predominantly Muslim republic

of Dagestan '"because the investigation is ongoing, it's not over," said the official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the media. He said

the Americans were working with the Federal Security Service. He would not specify how long
the Americans planned to stay in Dagestan.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 26, and his 19-year-old brother, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, are accused


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/the-moscow-times

of setting off the two bombs near the finish line of the Boston Marathon on April 15. The elder
brother was later killed in a police standoff.

Investigators are looking into whether Tamerlan Tsarnaev, who spent six months in Russia's
Caucasus in 2012, was influenced by the religious extremists who have waged an insurgency
against Russian security services in the area for years. The brothers have roots in Dagestan
and neighboring Chechnya, but neither spent much time in either place before the family
moved to the United States a decade ago.

Their mother, Zubeidat Tsarnaeva, spent from morning to early evening Wednesday inside
the FSB building in Makhachkala, the capital of Dagestan, where she was believed to be
speaking further to U.S. and Russian investigators.

Heda Saratova, a prominent Chechen rights activist providing support to the distraught
mother, said Tsarnaeva first went in for questioning on Tuesday, returning late at night.
Saratova said she had no details about the discussions, but Tsarnaeva said they were
"cordial."

The father, Anzor Tsarnaev, also was summoned to the FSB headquarters but did not go
because he felt ill, Saratova said.

He has said previously that he intended to travel to the U.S. this week to talk to police and seek
"justice and the truth." The family has said that he wants to bring Tamerlan Tsarnaev's body
back to Russia.
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