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Russia will help Egypt develop its nuclear power program, Trade and Industry Minister Hatem
Saleh said on Monday, signaling that the Islamist-led state will press ahead with its quest
for atomic energy.

Egypt froze its nuclear program after the 1986 nuclear disaster at Chernobyl, but in 2006,
the government of deposed President Hosni Mubarak announced it would revive the program.

Five months before Mubarak was swept from power in February 2011, his administration
announced plans for an international bidding process to build Egypt's first nuclear power
station at Dabaa near the Mediterranean coast.

The agreement on Russian support was reached during a visit to Russia by President
Mohamed Mursi last week.
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