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More than 700,000 people have submitted questions for President Vladimir Putin's annual
call-in show scheduled for Thursday, the event's call center said.

Between noon Sunday and midday Tuesday, the show's call center received roughly 563,350
calls and 99,700 text messages, while 63,800 questions were registered on the show's
website, the call center told RIA-Novosti on Tuesday.

The call center takes more than 2,500 phone calls every minute, 73 percent of which come
from mobile phones, the report said, adding that 57 percent of calls were made by women.

The questions that Russians want to ask the president range from issues related to housing,
utilities, public welfare and health care to protection of rights.

The call center's employees say "economic, construction and transportation questions are
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much more frequent than political and social ones."

Most questions come from the Central and Volga federal districts, followed by the Northwest,
Southern and Siberian federal districts.

Many calls are also being received from C.I.S. countries as well as the United States, Canada,
Israel, France and Germany, according to the call center's employees.

The call center will continue to accept questions for the president until the end of the show.

Three federal TV channels — Channel One, Rossia 1 and Rossia 24 — will provide live
coverage of the show starting at noon Thursday.

The call-in show has been one of Putin's favorite methods of communicating with people
since its inception in 2001. However, it has not been held since December 2011.
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