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Former Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov is due to be questioned in connection with
the illegal trafficking of arms across the Russian border, a news report said Tuesday.

Serdyukov will act as a witness in the case, Kommersant reported.

On Monday, law enforcement officials arrested Vladimir Fitsner, the director of the St.
Petersburg-based design and production company Bars. Fitsner was charged with smuggling
arms and military equipment across the Russian border from Kazakhstan. He faces up to 10
years in prison if convicted.

He was later released under a pledge not to leave town.

Investigators say Fitsner was involved in moving components for self-guiding missiles across
the border, which he was able to do thanks to his membership in a working group charged
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with "the regular certification of oxygen-powered torpedos and their service maintenance
at tfacilities belonging to Oboronservis."

Investigators say Fitsner may have been appointed to the working group with help from the
former defense minister's adviser, Adm. Gennady Suchkov, who headed the group at the time.

The creation of the working group was also authorized by Serdyukov at the time.

Earlier, Serdyukov was questioned in connection with another criminal case involving
the illegal sale of Defense Ministry's property through the subsidiaries of Oboronservis.
Although he was not officially charged, the investigation cost Serdyukov the top post at the
Defense Ministry.

Related articles:

Serdyukov Says Road Under Investigation Built for Discounts at Recreation Center
Investigators File More Charges in Oboronservis Case
Investigators Seize Vasilyeva's Real Estate in Oboronservis Case

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2013/04/01/serdyukov-to-be-questioned-in-arms-smuggling-case-a
22874

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/serdyukov-says-road-under-investigation-built-for-discounts-at-recreation-center/476835.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/investigators-file-more-charges-in-oboronservis-case/476702.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/investigators-seize-vasilyevas-real-estate-in-oboronservis-case/476643.html

