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A Pskov regional court on Monday will consider new evidence in the petition to annul
the adoption of 2-year-old Kirill Kuzmin, the younger brother of the adopted Russian boy
whose death sparked a new battle in the Russia-U.S. adoption war, Interfax reported.

The regional prosecutor and state social services submitted new evidence to annul
the adoption of Kirill, who remains in the custody of his adoptive family in Texas, in February.
The court deferred acceptance of their petition at that time, however, due to "insufficiencies"
in the statement.

They were given until March 25 to file a new petition, Interfax reported Monday.

Last week, the Investigative Committee opened a criminal case on negligence charges over
Maxim and Kirill's adoption from a Pskov region orphanage.
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The decision came days after a Texas court decided not to press charges against the Shatto
family and ruled that Maxim Kuzmin's death was an accident.

Maxim died on Jan. 21 in a Texas hospital of internal bleeding caused by blunt force trauma.

In the immediate aftermath of the boy's death, Pavel Astakhov, Russia's children rights
ombudsman, said the boy had died as a result of a "savage beating" by his adoptive mother
and demanded that 2-year old Kirill be returned to Russia.

Maxim and Kirill Kuzmin's biological mother, Yulia Kuzmina, appealed to social services
in Pskov in February to help her restore custody over 2-year-old Kirill, or Kristopher Elvin
Shatto, as he's now known in the U.S.
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