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Georgia's parliament has tentatively approved legislation to strip President Mikheil
Saakashvili of some of his powers, including the right to dismiss the Cabinet and parliament.

Lawmakers unanimously backed the motion in the first of three readings and Saakashvili,
who has the power to send legislation back to the parliament, indicated that he would accept
this law if it is passed.

"I was never going to dismiss the government or the parliament," he said in televised
remarks after the vote Thursday. "But this vote was important for democratic dialogue in our
country."

Saakashvili's National Movement party supported the legislation, also saying that
the president had no intention of firing anyone.
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Saakashvili, whose term ends in October, is in an uneasy power-sharing arrangement with
billionaire Prime Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili, whose Georgian Dream coalition won
parliamentary elections last October.

Related articles:

EU Says Moldova and Georgia Reforming Well
The Georgian Art of Drinking and Toasting
Georgian Wine Clears a Hurdle for Entering Russia

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2013/03/21/georgian-lawmakers-move-to-water-down-saakashvilis-
powers-a22590

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/eu-says-moldova-and-georgia-reforming-well/477282.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/opinion/article/the-georgian-art-of-drinking-and-toasting/476675.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/georgian-wine-clears-a-hurdle-for-entering-russia/476582.html

