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Annual inflation in Kazakhstan could slightly exceed the 6 percent seen last year,
the country's central bank said on Wednesday, reiterating it aims to keep it in a range
of between 6 and 8 percent this year.

Inflation in Central Asia's largest economy slowed to 0.8 percent in February, month-on-
month, from 0.9 percent in January, but stood at 6.8 percent for the first two months of this
year, year-on-year, according to official data.

The bank said that annual inflation could exceed 7 percent in March and, despite an expected
slowdown in the next few months, annual growth could be higher than in 2012 thanks to rises
in incomes and bank lending.

Consumer price growth in Kazakhstan, the second-largest oil producer in the former Soviet
Union after Russia, fell to 6.0 percent last year from 7.4 percent in 2011.
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