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Russia's consumer prices rose 0.1 percent in the week to March 4, compared to 0.2 percent
growth in the previous week, the Federal Statistics Service said on Wednesday.

This brings inflation since the start of the year to 1.6 percent versus 1.0 percent in the same
period of 2012.

Russia's annual inflation accelerated to an 18-month high of 7.3 percent in February, well
outside the 5-6 percent goal for the whole of the year, propelled by higher food prices, annual
excise duty and transport fare increases at the start of the year.

(Reuters)
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* Poor State of Housing Services Could Be Next Rallying Point
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