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A Pskov court on Wednesday deferred acceptance of a claim brought by the regional
prosecutor and state social services to annul the adoption of Kirill Kuzmin by Laura Shatto,
the U.S. adoptive mother at the center of the latest adoption battle.

The claim comes days after the boy's biological mother, Yulia Kuzmina, appealed to social
services in Pskov to help her restore custody over 2-year-old Kirill after the boy's 3-year-old
brother, Maxim Kuzmin, died in the custody of his adoptive parents in Texas.

The boy's death triggered a verbal firestorm between Russian and U.S. officials, with
children's ombudsman Pavel Astakhov repeatedly demanding that the remaining brother be
returned to Russia and initially accusing the adoptive mother of killing Maxim.

The Pskov court cited "insufficiencies" in the statement of claim submitted for the adoption's
annulment, however.
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The complainants have now been given until March 25 to rectify those insufficiencies
and "present evidence confirming the necessity to annul the adoption," Interfax reported,
citing Yulia Pron, a spokeswoman for the court.

The investigation into Maxim Kuzmin's death is still under way.

Laura Shatto told investigators she found him unresponsive outside after leaving him to play
with his brother.

The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services has said it is "not necessary"
to return Kirill to Russia, and that it's more likely he'd be placed into foster care or with other
relatives if Shatto were to lose custody of him.

Related articles:

McFaul Slams 'Sensational Exploitation' of Orphan's Death
Yankees Drinking the Blood of Russian Orphans
Tragic Orphan's Mother Seeks Custody of Brother

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2013/02/27/pskov-court-claim-for-annulment-of-kirill-kuzmins-adop
tion-insufficient-a21921

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/mcfaul-slams-sensational-exploitation-of-orphans-death/475989.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/opinion/article/yankees-drinking-the-blood-of-russian-orphans/476151.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/tragic-orphans-mother-seeks-custody-of-brother/476019.html

