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U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry finally reached Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov by phone
over the weekend, after almost a week of trying to contact his Russian counterpart.

In a statement on its official website, the Foreign Ministry said that Lavrov and Kerry spoke
by phone on Sunday and discussed North Korea and the international community's efforts
to put an end to the civil conflict in Syria.

The ministry said that North Korea was discussed "on the initiative of the Russian side"
and that Lavrov and Kerry had agreed to stay in touch.

The State Department had complained last week that Kerry was unable to get in touch with
Lavrov to discuss North Korea's recent nuclear test, although the Foreign Ministry said
Lavrov was traveling around Africa and couldn't make contact.

U.S. media had taken Kerry's failure to reach Lavrov as a sign of deteriorating relations
between Washington and Moscow. Kerry spoke with foreign ministers from South Korea,
Japan and China after North Korea detonated a nuclear device underground on Tuesday.



The pair are expected to meet in New York on March 18-19 at a special session of the UN
Security Council on Afghanistan. That meeting would mark the first time Lavrov and Kerry
have spoken face to face since Kerry replaced Hillary Clinton as the United States' foreign
policy chief.
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