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A contrail from the meteorite expanding across the sky Friday over the Ural Mountain city of
Chelyabinsk. Hundreds of people were injured by the blast.

In light of the meteorite blast that sent shock waves through the Ural Mountains city of
Chelyabinsk on Friday, leaving more than a thousand people injured, Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev tasked his deputy, Dmitry Rogozin, with proposing ways to predict and prevent
disasters from space.

Rogozin plans to give Medvedev an “objective picture” of Friday’s blast, which caused an
estimated 1 billion rubles ($33 million) in damage in the Chelyabinsk region. He will also
create “proposals on future possibilities for the country to determine the danger of objects
approaching the Earth and prevent [them],” he said Friday on Twitter.

Rogozin on Friday reiterated his call from 2011 for an “international initiative” to create a
“system” to prevent space threats, he told Interfax. Neither Russia nor the United States can
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prevent objects from crashing into the Earth from space, he said.

Rogozin said “the essence of our idea consists of joining the intellectual and technological
efforts of industrial nations,” he tweeted Sunday, citing Russian, U.S., Chinese and European
industries as examples.

The meteor, 17 meters wide and weighing 10 kilotons, had an explosive force of half a
megaton, NASA said. It broke up at an altitude of between 30 and 50 kilometers above the
Earth, according to the Russian Academy of Sciences.

By comparison, the atomic bomb detonated over Hiroshima during World War II had an
explosive force of 15 kilotons, but it was detonated just 2,000 feet over the city.

Viktor Litovkin, editor of the Independent Military Review, a renowned Russian military
weekly, said a system for preventing space threats could cost more than $28 billion and turn
out to be ineffective “because no one today could precisely predict when, in what location and
at what time” a falling object would come, he told Business FM radio Saturday.

State money allocated for the system might be “siphoned off,” he added.

But Alexander Pochinok, a former tax minister, now a senior member of billionaire Mikhail
Prokhorov’s Civil Platform party, told RBC on Friday that although the system would
“actually cost billions of dollars,” it would not be “money spent in vain.”

Producing and putting powerful telescopes into the Earth's orbit or perhaps on the moon
would "aide research of the universe," he said, adding that new space ships were being
planned for production in Russia and the United States.

Mankind needs systems for "diagnostics" and for "moving" asteroids and "melting"
of meteorites with "nuclear warheads in space," Pochinok said.

Pochinok said the participation of other states would protect the money from being siphoned
off.

In October 2011, Rogozin, at the time Russia's special envoy to NATO on missile defense
issues, was working on proposals to NATO and the United States to create a system to protect
the Earth from space threats.

The initiative, dubbed "Strategic Earth Defense," was aimed at persuading United States
and NATO to cooperate with Russia on their missile shield in Europe by transforming it into a
system for preventing not only missile strikes but also space threats, Kommersant reported
at the time, citing diplomatic sources.

Rogozin had presented the concept of the system to then-President Medvedev by October 2011
and Medvedev "liked it," Rogozin told reporters at the time.

Medvedev wrote "interesting" on the concept and ordered Rogozin and presidential aide
Sergei Prikhodko to complete the proposals, Kommersant said. It was not immediately clear
Sunday what had become of the proposals. Rogozin in October 2011 called the Kommersant
report "an intentional leak," saying the initiative was supposed to be "non-public."



Meanwhile, the number of people injured in the meteor strike in the Chelyabinsk region
reached 1,183, including 291 children, on Saturday, the latest data available, the Health
and Social Development Ministry said. Forty people, including three children, remained
hospitalized Saturday.

The unexpected meteor strike, which took place at roughly 9:20 a.m. local time, was seen
in the Chelyabinsk, Sverdlovsk, Tyumen, Kurgan regions and the Bashkortostan republic,
although the Chelyabinsk region was the worst affected.

Witnesses in Chelyabinsk told local media that they saw blinding flashes in the sky and heard
deafening thunder claps. Photos posted online showed white, cloud-like traces hanging in the
sky hours after the meteor strike, while Chelyabinsk inhabitants reported a lingering smell
of burning debris.

After breaking up in the atmosphere, regional officials believe large fragments of the meteor
fell in and around a lake 80 kilometers from Chelyabinsk. Three sites where meteor fragments
could have landed were later found, and one fragment is believed to have landed in the lake
itself.

Further debris is believed to have landed across the Chelyabinsk region, part of Russia's
industrial heartland that is home to army bases, a nuclear power plant and several large
metals factories.

Chelyabinsk region Governor Mikhail Yurevich said 1 billion rubles ($33 million) of damage
had been caused.

Chelyabinsk city manager Sergei Davydov said that almost 3,000 apartment buildings were
damaged by the shockwave from the meteor, along with 34 medical facilities. Emergency
officials put the number of damaged buildings in the entire region at closer to 300.

A zinc factory in the city also suffered damage to its windows and walls, and destruction
at Chelyabinsk's skating rink is estimated to have cost 200 million rubles.

City officials said they would compensate residents for all damage caused and urged them
to stay calm. Authorities replaced what seemed to be most of the windows over the weekend,
Interfax reported.

President Vladimir Putin met with Emergency Situations Minister Vladimir Puchkov, hinting
to him that officials could be better prepared and inform citizens in a timely manner.
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Staff writers Allison Quinn and Alexander Winning contributed to this report.

Related articles:

Meteor Strike Causes Panic, Injuries in Urals
Meteor Shockwave Rocks RuNet

mailto:n.krainova@imedia.ru
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/meteor-strike-causes-panic-injuries-in-urals/475623.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/meteor-shockwave-rocks-runet/475637.html


Chelyabinsk Entrepreneurs Quick to Profit Off Meteor

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2013/02/17/rogozin-tasked-with-meteorite-prevention-a21616

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/chelyabinsk-entrepreneurs-quick-to-profit-off-meteor/475626.html

