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The government is set to approve plans for a "soft power" campaign ordered by President
Vladimir Putin last July to improve Russia's image abroad, a news report said Wednesday.

The official plan for the project covers 2013-2015 and involves a range of cultural initiatives
and events for humanitarian cooperation, Kommersant reported, citing a copy of the plan.
Rossotrudnichestvo, the federal agency that oversees relations with former Soviet states, was
responsible for developing the plans and will be in charge of implementing the project.

The main task will be to substantially increase Russia's number of science and cultural centers
abroad, as well as to modernize existing ones. Russia currently has 59 such centers overseas.

Another initiative involves promoting the Russian language, with a fund to be set up
in support of Russian-language media abroad and language centers to be opened in former
Soviet republics to prepare migrants planning to relocate to Russia.
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Last summer, Putin made comments in which he stressed the importance of soft power
tactics, lamenting the fact that the country's image was "lopsided" abroad and ordered
government officials to take steps to improve it. The Kremlin has already taken certain
measures to do that, with a significant expansion of the state media overseas, especially
of RT, the English-language news channel formerly known as Russia Today.

Experts have warned that the results of such "soft power" initiatives can take years
to manifest, however.

Another focus of the plan will be events for both Russian and foreign youth, with
an international festival for youth and students slated for 2017 modeled after festivals held
in 1957 and 1985 in the Soviet Union. The quota for foreign students in Russian universities
will be increased as well.

The plan also envisages the creation of Soviet-style "friendship societies," or organizations
promoting cultural exchanges, with a presidential decree for the creation of a Russian
friendship society to be created by the end of 2013.
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