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President Vladimir Putin on Thursday commanded the Cabinet to make good on his costly
campaign promises, in a sign that he may be unhappy about how they are being fulfilled.

This is the second time that Putin highlighted his intention to get the Cabinet to keep his
word, after reprimanding three ministers this past fall.

"No doubt we need to zero in on working together to carry out these campaign promises,"
Putin said in a meeting with Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev's Cabinet. "It can't be that
the Cabinet is off on its own and the promises made to the country are off on their own."

Putin met the Cabinet to recap the past year and set priorities for next year, the Kremlin said
on its website.

Some of the decrees Putin signed immediately after his inauguration as president May 7
sought new measures and outlays in housing, education and health care — and they stemmed
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from his campaign rhetoric.

Medvedev responded that he saw eye to eye with Putin about the need to achieve the goals
Putin set in the decrees.

"There can be no two ways about it, of course," Medvedev said. "We are all moving down
the same road."

But he also pointed out the ongoing financial woes around the world, apparently as factors
that could limit his options.

Medvedev made sure to note the Cabinet is facing problems that are more major than
anything the government encountered over the past 12 years. He likely referred to the period
after Putin first became president in 2000.

The prime minister then wondered aloud why the issues are so pressing and answered his
own question.

"It's simply because it is time we resolved these problems," Medvedev said.

Alexei Makarkin, an analyst at the Center for Political Technologies consultancy, said
the challenges include the long-delayed changes to the retirement pension system and the
necessity to upgrade equipment used by the armed forces.

The Cabinet moved to comply with Putin's decrees after the broadside at the ministers,
Makarkin said. But that wasn't sufficient, he added.

"The problem is where to get the money to carry out these promises," he said.

Putin is reminding ministers that he's adamant about the decrees, and Medvedev is
responding that he's trying but it's not his fault if things aren't working out amid a fiscal
tightening, Makarkin said.

"The game is going on," he said. "It's likely that the president will make harsher statements,
while the Cabinet will be on the defensive."

In other business Thursday, the Cabinet backed an aerospace program for the 2013-2020
period that aims to increase production of equipment for the industry, such as satellites
and boosters.

Russia's share in the market should climb from the current 10 percent to 16 percent as
the development program ends, Vladimir Popovkin, chief of the Russian Space Agency, said
at the regular Cabinet meeting.

Under the program, Russia also plans to have 113 satellites in orbit in 2020, Popovkin said. He
said in March that the number of orbiting satellites was 53.

Companies and the federal budget are expected to invest 2.1 trillion rubles in the industry over
the course of the program, Medvedev said.
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