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Opora business lobby head Sergei Borisov, pictured, highlighted a lack of qualified employees as a major
concern of the business community.

The head of Opora vowed Wednesday to continue the small-business association's
cooperation with a U.S.-Russian business group that he said was maligned by "yellow" press
in the wake of the new law on nongovernmental groups.

Opora president Sergei Borisov, who is also a vice president at state-lender Sberbank
responsible for small business development, passionately defended the U.S.-Russia
Foundation against  allegations that it is a covert political organization. The foundation
advises entrepreneurs in Russia.

Calling the reports about the group outright lies, he said Opora "won't break off" its
cooperation with the foundation regardless of the new legislation on nongovernmental
organizations, which brands those with non-Russian funding as "foreign agents."
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"USRF brings a huge amount of American business experience," Borisov said.

He also said the recent expansion of the treason law shouldn't be used to stop exchanges
of business experience.

"If the transfer of knowledge is treason, then I don't know what treason is," he said.

But most of the news conference convened by Opora to discuss its survey results for 2012 was
devoted to financial and administrative barriers facing entrepreneurs.

Describing the frustrations of the country's small- and medium-size-business owners,
executives at the round table lamented what they called a shortage of qualified employees
and access to credit, as well as burdensome taxes.

Alexei Prazdnichnykh, who heads the public sector practice at Sberbank consulting business
Strategy Partners, said Russian businesspeople have much less access to financial resources
than their peers in other countries.

A similar sentiment appeared in the survey of 6,000 entrepreneurs in 40 regions that Opora
conducted this year. One of the biggest problems they cited was limited access to funding.

"As in the previous [survey] year, the longer the desired period of the loan, the lower
the chance they will get it," Opora said in a Wednesday press release following the conference.
Nearly half the respondents said the main obstacle to getting financing is prohibitively high
rates.

The No. 1 problem cited by survey participants was a lack of qualified employees. That is tied
to the education and training of future workers, Borisov said.

In the report, the percentage of small- and medium-size-business owners giving a negative
rating to their job candidate pool rose 12 percentage points this year, to 68 percent. About 20
percent of respondents, however, said they can easily find qualified workers.

Another major hang-up for businesspeople is the taxes that must be paid on employee
salaries as contributions to the government's pension fund and other social guarantees.  

The country has a "a not totally well-thought-out system" in this regard, Borisov said.
Instead of assessing high taxes, the government should increase its tax revenues by lowering
the rates, stimulating the development of small business and thereby widening its tax base.

He named the three areas panned in the survey as the parts of federal policy with the biggest
inadequacies.

Related articles:

Putin Misses Business Group's Forum
Emergencies Minister Reaches Out to Small Business
Business Fights Back Against Kremlin War on Vice

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2012/12/04/small-business-association-defends-foreign-cooperati

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/treason-law-expanded-despite-putins-pledge/471472.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/putin-misses-business-groups-forum/471482.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/emergencies-minister-reaches-out-to-small-business/470718.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/business-fights-back-against-kremlin-war-on-vice/466996.html


on-a19945


