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BRUSSELS — Two months after an opposition party swept elections in Georgia, NATO
on Tuesday reconfirmed its 2008 decision to treat the nation as a future member but
expressed concern about its democratic development.

"Georgia's commitment to NATO is solid. And NATO's commitment to Georgia remains just as
solid," the alliance's secretary-general, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, told reporters after talks
with the South Caucasus country's new foreign minister, Maia Pandzhikidze, on Tuesday
in Brussels.

Rasmussen added that it was important that Georgia continued to stay on the path
of democratic reforms. "The challenge now is to maintain momentum," he said.

NATO member countries have expressed concern about a series of arrests of former
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government officials following the victory of opposition leader Bidzinia Ivanishvili
in parliamentary elections in October.

Ivanishvili was subsequently elected prime minister and is currently in an uneasy
cohabitation with President Mikheil Saakashvili.

Rasmussen said that periods of cohabitation were never easy and that it was "of utmost
importance" that Georgian authorities respect the rule of law and that the arrests are not
perceived as political. "We will follow the development closely," he said.

He added that Pandzhikidze assured him that the government would not interfere with
the judiciary.

Latvia's foreign minister, Edgars Rinkevics, warned that Tbilisi would "lose a lot" if it
deviated from democratic development.

Speaking to reporters in Brussels, Rinkevics said that many countries would come out against
offering more integration to Georgia "if there are the slightest suspicions that the processes
are political." He added that Georgia would see "enormous attention" by European and NATO
countries on its domestic political situation in coming months.

The talks were held on the second day of a meeting of NATO foreign ministers in Brussels.

Georgia's prospective NATO membership has been the biggest thorn in the Western alliance's
relations with Moscow in the past.

However, Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov did not mention the issue during a news briefing
after a session of the NATO-Russia Council on Tuesday.

Asked about the chances of improving relations, as suggested by members of Ivanishvili's
government, Lavrov said that Moscow was not opposed to this.

As examples he mentioned cultural and humanitarian ties, which he said had not been severed
after 2008, when diplomatic relations were cut in the wake of the Russia-Georgia war.

Lavrov said that Moscow was prepared to allow the import of Georgian food products —
banned by Moscow back in 2006 — "if they comply with Russian [quality] standards."

But he warned that there would be no compromises about the two Georgian separatist
territories that Moscow recognized as independent in 2008.

"Our Georgian neighbors say they want to normalize relations while they confirm that they
view South Ossetia and Abkhazia as occupied territories. Maybe this rhetoric is not helpful
for beginning a dialogue," he said.

Related articles:

Lavrov to Meet With NATO Foreign Ministers
NATO Reassures Russia on Missiles as Ambassador Contacts Resume
Lavrov Yields to NATO Missile Plan in Turkey

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/lavrov-to-meet-with-nato-foreign-ministers/472446.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/nato-reassures-russia-on-missiles-as-ambassador-contacts-resume/472204.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/lavrov-yields-to-nato-missile-plan-in-turkey/472531.html


Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2012/12/04/nato-commitment-to-georgia-still-solid-a19948


