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The cheap, crash-prone An-24, above, is indispensable for flights to remote regions where runways are
unpaved. Maxim Stulov

A Far Eastern court on Wednesday sentenced a former IrAero airline pilot to 1 1/2 years of
travel restrictions for violating air safety rules when crash-landing a Soviet-made An-24
plane last year.

Blagoveshchensk City Court on Wednesday found Vladimir Ryabinkov guilty of air safety
violations resulting in severe injury to at least one person, the Prosecutor General’s Office
said in a statement on its website.

The court barred him from leaving the Novosibirsk region town of Ulan-Ude, where he
resides, for 18 months without notifying authorities, among other restrictions.

The plane Ryabinkov was flying, an An-24, more than 1,000 of which were produced in the
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1960s and ’70s, remains a workhorse for some regional airlines despite a checkered safety
history.

On Aug. 8, 2011, Ryabinkov made an emergency landing in stormy weather at the
Blagoveshchensk airport in the Amur region, landing the plane off the runway. Twelve
passengers were injured in the crash, and the plane was badly damaged.

Ryabinkov was charged in October with failing to obey the orders of the automated plane
system to slow down when it told him that he was landing unsafely, Kommersant reported at
the time.

Following the crash-landing of an An-24 operated by Angara Airlines in July 2011 that killed
seven people, then-President Dmitry Medvedev said the turboprops should be grounded. But
the Transportation Ministry said only regular An-24 flights would be halted, not charter
flights, which make up the bulk of An-24 traffic.

An earlier government order required regional airlines to install expensive safety equipment
on the aging aircraft, which fly only domestic routes, and at least some airlines have modified
their An-24 planes to prevent crashes.

UTair, the country’s third-biggest airline with a fleet of 225 planes, has 19 An-24 aircraft, all
of which it has equipped with crash-prevention systems, airline spokeswoman Yelena
Galanova said by phone.

The turboprops remain the cheapest aircraft and are indispensable for landing in distant
northern regions where landing strips are unpaved, Galanova said.

Some regional airports, such as that in the far northern town of Tiksi, are even being
renovated in part to allow landings of An-24 planes, meaning their use will likely continue in
the foreseeable future.

Galanova said that with proper maintenance and component replacement, any plane can be
safely used indefinitely.

Angara Airlines, whose An-24 crash-landed in the Ob River on July 11, 2011, still operates six
An-24 planes, according to its website.

There are about 100 An-24 planes still in commission in Russia, Galanova said.

Earlier this week in Yakutsk, an An-24 actually came to the rescue of a group of passengers
instead of being involved in an accident.

A Czech-made L-410 turboprop operated by Polar Airlines, a small Sakha-based carrier, with
19 people on board made an emergency landing Tuesday minutes after taking off from an
airfield near Yakutsk due to an engine problem, Rossiiskaya Gazeta reported. No one was hurt
in the incident, and the plane was not damaged.

All the passengers were later airlifted by an An-24 to their destination — the small town of
Ust-Maya, about 400 kilometers away.
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