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Speculation is growing that vigilante "dog hunters" may be behind a suspected arson attack
on a dog shelter in western Moscow.

Several dogs died in a fire that destroyed the Alma shelter for homeless animals on Ulitsa Prud
Klyuchiki in western Moscow in the early hours of Monday morning.

Emergency Situations Ministry investigators said in preliminary conclusions that the fire was
started by "careless handling of fire by unknown persons."

But shelter director Lyudmila Bychkova said she believed the fire was started deliberately,
saying that a witness had seen a man in a green Lada stop outside the shelter at 12:30 a.m.
and throw something into the compound, after which it caught fire.

"The fire service is currently working to establish the cause of the fire. But if the investigation
shows signs of arson, a criminal case will be launched immediately," a police spokesman told
Interfax on Tuesday.
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Officials said about 200 dogs were housed in the shelter at the time of the fire, of which seven
died. Bychkova said the fire had killed five dogs and eight cats, RIA-Novosti reported.

Moscow has seen a spate of attacks in the past few months by so-called dog hunters who
conceal poison in food and leave it in public places to kill stray dogs.

Related articles:

Hundreds Protest Dog Hunting
Deadly Hobby of Dog Hunting Gains Popularity
Death of Up to 70 Dogs in Moscow Park Prompts Criminal Case

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2012/11/06/dog-hunters-suspected-in-shelter-blaze-a19157

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/hundreds-protest-dog-hunting/470538.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/deadly-hobby-of-dog-hunting-gains-popularity/468660.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/death-of-up-to-70-dogs-in-moscow-park-prompts-criminal-case/468570.html

