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The government of the Sakha republic in Russia's Far East has drawn up plans for a dry law
to fight widespread alcohol abuse.

Local authorities are proposing an outright ban on the production and sale of any alcohol in a
drive to improve public health, RBK Daily reported Thursday.

Currently, the sale of alcohol in the Sakha republic is restricted to six hours a day, from 2 to 8
p.m.

Apart from the alcohol ban, the bill calls for a broad education campaign promoting
an alcohol-free lifestyle, the newspaper reported.

Restrictions on the sale of alcohol introduced in the republic in the summer of 2012 resulted
in a drop in official vodka sales by 8 percent, the report said.
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According to the State Statistics Service, the republic's residents consume an average of 0.97
liters of vodka per month. That average, which includes children and the elderly, ranks Sakha
residents among the heaviest drinkers in the country.

On average, Russians over 15 years of age consume about 15 liters of pure alcohol per year.
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