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Zheleznyak said the European Parliament should demonstrate impartiality by applying the same
standards to monitoring the U.S. elections as it does to Russia.

A senior State Duma deputy has called on Europe to ban Texas' top prosecutor for refusing
to allow election observers from Russia and other OSCE member states to monitor
the presidential vote next week.

Sergei Zheleznyak, a Duma deputy speaker and United Russia member, said Texas Attorney
General Greg Abbott should face sanctions on a "position of principle."

"As a co-chairman of the EU-Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee, I call on the
members of the European Parliament to assess the words of Texas Attorney General Greg
Abbott, who has threatened to arrest OSCE members should they approach polling stations
closer than 30 meters," Zheleznyak told reporters Monday, according to RIA-Novosti.

Zheleznyak said the European Parliament should demonstrate impartiality by applying
the same standards to monitoring the U.S. elections as it does to elections in other countries,



including Russia.

In a letter to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, Abbott made it clear
that foreign election observers "are not authorized by Texas law to enter a polling place."

Janez Lenarcic, director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights,
which monitors elections, fired back with a statement, saying, "The threat of criminal
sanctions against observers is unacceptable."

The U.S. State Department has invited the OSCE to monitor elections since 2002.

Zheleznyak's call for Abbott to be placed on a blacklist comes as Russia bristles at U.S.
and European Parliament initiatives to ban Russian officials in connection with the 2009
prison death of anti-corruption lawyer Sergei Magnitsky and other cases associated with
human rights violations.

Related articles:

Russian Lawmakers to Observe U.S. Elections
Ukrainian President's Party Set for Election Win
Foreign Ministry Slams U.S. on Human Rights

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2012/10/30/duma-leader-wants-texan-prosecutor-banned-from-eur
ope-a18977

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/russian-lawmakers-to-observe-us-elections/470356.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/ukrainian-presidents-party-set-for-election-win/470611.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/foreign-ministry-slams-us-on-human-rights/470255.html

