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Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov riding in a ceremonial vehicle during a Red Square Victory Day
parade in 2008.

A car linked to Defense Minster Anatoly Serdyukov was involved in a pileup of about 10
vehicles on Bolshoi Krasnokholmsky Bridge on the Garden Ring Road on Wednesday
afternoon, Interfax reported.

But Serdyukov’s spokeswoman said the primary car used by her boss was parked at the
ministry and not involved in the accident.

“The minister’s car did not get into any kind of accident today,” spokeswoman Irina
Kovalchuk told Interfax.

An unidentified law enforcement official told Interfax that a car from Serdyukov’s fleet of
vehicles was among those caught in the pileup on Bolshoi Krasnokholmsky Bridge, which is
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part of the Garden Ring and stretches between Taganskaya Ploshchad and Nizhnyaya
Krasnokholmskaya Ulitsa.

It was unclear whether the Defense Ministry vehicle had been using its official flashing blue
lights to break traffic rules and drive in the oncoming lane, possibly causing the accident. But
Interfax, citing a reporter at the scene, said the damaged vehicle was standing in the
oncoming lane.

“About 10 cars have crashed on Krasnokholmsky bridge on the Garden Ring, and one of them
is a car from the garage of Russian Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov," the law
enforcement official said.

It was unclear whether anyone had been injured in the accident. Interfax said there were no
fatalities.

Traffic police were investigating at the scene.

Flashing blue lights are the bane of Moscow drivers and have been blamed for several
accidents in recent months. Anger over the impunity that the lights offer government officials
spawned the Blue Buckets organization of private drivers that has staged a number of
protests. The government has tried to stifle the protests but at the same time it has moved to
limit the number of officials who are allowed to use the lights.

The Bolshoi Krasnokholmsky Bridge was built in 1938 and, at 168 meters, is the longest in
downtown Moscow.
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