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Putin Signs Tajik Base Agreement
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Putin, left, and Rakhmon meeting in Dushanbe on Friday.

President Vladimir Putin signed a deal Friday in Dushanbe that will allow Russia to keep a
military base in Tajikistan until 2042.

Putin met with Tajik President Emomali Rakhmon on Friday on a trip to , where Putin was
scheduled to tour the ase and to celebrate Rakhmon's 60th birthday with him.

Putin cancelled a trip to Pakistan previously scheduled for Thursday at the last minute
and flew to Dushanbe, arriving late Thursday, according to the Kremlin website.

Presidential aide Yury Ushakov told Interfax that Putin's agenda in Dushanbe would include
bilateral negotiations on issues including immigration, military cooperation and trade.

He said there would also be an official meal where Rakhmon's 60th birthday, which falls
on Friday, would be celebrated.

To mark the occasion, Putin gave Rakhmon the latest model of Russian sniper rifle, Putin's
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told journalists Friday, Interfax reported.



The president also joked with his Tajik counterpart that he would sign anything he wanted
him to because it was his birthday.

"T always knew that you were a wise person and that you invited us on your birthday, enticed
us, you could say. Because you can't refuse anything on someone's birthday, and we will have
to sign anything you ask us to," Putin quipped.

Coincidentally, Putin's own 60th birthday is on Sunday.

Putin signed an agreement that was reportedly worked out last month with Tajik authorities
toBextend Russia's military presence in the country forB30 years inBexchange
forBdiscounts on arms andBmilitary training.

On a trip to Kyrgyzstan last month, Putin said that having Russian military bases in Tajikistan
and Kyrgyzstan was a major stabilizing force.

Putin was also set to visit the 201st base on his trip, Ushakov told Interfax.
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