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The Interior Ministry's economic security and anti-corruption department has arrested
members of a group suspected of stealing more than 20 apartments that were owned
by Rostelecom.

According to the ministry, the group included managers from real estate firm Megapolis-
Service, former and current employees of Rostelecom and a notary public.

The scheme, which was carried out in 2008, involved managers at Rostelecom responsible
for the national operator's real estate converting apartments and commercial space
into property privately owned — by dead people.

Falsified paperwork was used at the state property registry to document ownership, which
was then passed on to inheritors and the property subsequently sold to third parties.
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In the process of the investigation, 16 searches were conducted of work places and homes
of suspected participants, including the office of Megapolis-Service, during which items
and documents were confiscated related to the criminal charges.

Authorities also found in the Megapolis-Service office more than 25 stamps of various
commercial organizations suspected of being "one-day" companies used to misappropriate
funds belonging to Russian Post and Russian Railways as part of supplier contracts.
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