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The far northern Franz Josef group of island will be cleared of military and industrial waste. Above,
debris on Heiss Island, part of the archipelago, in September 2007. Sergey Slepnev

Over 100 personnel plus equipment and vehicles have been deployed to clear Cold War-era
military and industrial waste from the Franz Josef archipelago.

About 115 people are working on clearing scrap metal and spilt fuel on the islands. Equipment
and camps for the workers have been set up on Alexandra, Hooker, Hayes and Rudolf islands,
the Natural Resources and Environment Ministry said in a statement.

Natural Resources and Environment Minister Sergei Donskoi said after a trip to the far
northern group of islands that workers planned to clear at least 8 tons of garbage this year as
part of plans to clean up the islands in preparation for an expected influx of eco-tourists.

Alexandra Land, the western-most island in the archipelago, will be cleared of military
and industrial waste by 2014, officials said.
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The 191 islands of Franz Josef Land, which constitute Russia's northern most territory, were
incorporated into a new Russian Arctic national park along with the northern part of Novaya
Zemlya in 2009.

Both areas were heavily militarized during the Cold War, and are still polluted by the detritus
of day-to-day military life, including discarded oil barrels and other junk. Then-Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin ordered a clean up of the park in 2010.

In June, park director Roman Ershov announced plans to build the first visitor center
and accommodation for staff on the islands. The national park is currently administered
from Arkhangelsk.

The construction of three nuclear icebreakers with capacity of 60 megawatts each could cost
the federal budget 51.8 billion rubles ($1.61 billion) in 2012-2015, materials from the
government budget planning commission reviewed by Interfax show. The government has
already agreed to earmark 20 billion rubles (5 billion rubles in both 2012 and 2013 and 10
billion rubles in 2014) for the construction of the first of the three icebreakers. Another 7.9
billion rubles will be needed for the first icebreaker in 2015, according to a funding request
from state corporation Rosatom, which is commissioning the construction. Funding for the
other icebreakers has not been approved yet. Atomflot, a division of Rosatom, and Baltiisky
Shipyard signed a contract in August 2012 for the construction of the first icebreaker.
The reported cost is 37 billion rubles. Atomflot operates Russia's nuclear icebreaker fleet,
which now includes five operating icebreakers.
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