
Teddy Bear Team Snubs Belarus
August 14, 2012

A Swedish advertising agency that air-dropped hundreds of teddy bears with pro-human-
rights messages over Belarus has rejected a summons for questioning by the former Soviet
republic's KGB security agency.

Studio Total instead offered to discuss the stunt directly with Belarussian President Alexander
Lukashenko and invited him to Sweden.

The KGB on Friday summoned the advertising team to explain the "illegal crossing"
into Belarus, threatening them with fines, jail or correctional work unless they appeared
within 10 days.

The stunt infuriated the country's autocratic leader, who fired two generals over it.

In an open letter Tuesday to Lukashenko, the agency called the threats of repercussions "bad
manners" and said its employees had no "appetite to come visit" him.
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