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Opposition leader Alexei Navalny waving to journalists as he arrives at the office of the Investigative
Committee on Tuesday. Prosecutors charged him with organizing the theft of timber from a state
company. Misha Japaridze

Opposition leader Alexei Navalny compared himself to jailed former oil tycoon Mikhail
Khodorkovsky after prosecutors charged him with organizing the theft of timber products
from a state company in 2009, a crime that carries a maximum punishment of 10 years in
prison.

“All these jokes about how Khodorkovsky stole all the oil and Navalny stole an entire forest —
this is essentially what has happened,” Navalny told reporters outside the office of the
Investigative Committee, Interfax reported.

He denied wrongdoing. 

Khodorkovsky was convicted in 2010 of essentially stealing all the output of his Yukos oil
company for several years.
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Supporters say Khodorkovsky, who was arrested in 2003 on tax evasion charges and
sentenced to prison through 2016, is being punished for challenging Vladimir Putin’s
Kremlin.

Investigators said Tuesday that Navalny and two other suspects are believed to have stolen
10,000 cubic meters of timber products from state-owned KirovLes between May and
September 2009, when Navalny was an adviser to Kirov Governor Nikita Belykh.

The purported theft cost the Kirov regional government 16 million rubles ($497,000) in
damages, they said in a statement.

Navalny has been barred from traveling outside Moscow and the surrounding Moscow region.

He is arguably the most influential leader of the opposition movement, which has mounted an
unprecedented challenge to Putin and his regime in recent months. While the Kremlin has
passed a series of laws that crack down on the opposition, Tuesday’s charge against Navalny
represents the toughest measure yet against an opposition leader.

Veteran human rights defender Lyudmila Alexeyeva was quick to call Navalny's case an attack
on the opposition, adding that his only “crimes” were exposing corruption and participating
in sanctioned rallies, Interfax reported.

Navalny, a lawyer by training, called the theft charge “strange and absurd,” citing
inconsistencies with the results of an earlier investigation that was closed in 2011.

“The man who earlier accused me of deceiving him is now my partner-in-crime,” Navalny
told journalists. 

He also said the 16 million ruble figure was ludicrous because it exceeded KirovLes' profit
from the goods in question.

The charge came as a surprise because Navalny had been under investigation for allegedly
pressuring KirovLes into a disadvantageous contract, a crime punishable by up to five years in
prison.

Navalny said he has appealed the Investigative Committee's decision to re-open the case.

Investigative Committee head Alexander Bastrykin publicly chastised investigators for closing
the case, citing hacked e-mails that raised questions about Navalny's business dealings with
Belykh.

Last week, Navalny published documents that appeared to support a 2008 news report
accusing Bastrykin of concealing real estate, business interests, and a residence permit in the
Czech Republic. Bastrykin has denied the claims.

Supporters wearing the opposition’s white ribbons and buttons reading “Russia without
Putin” stood outside the Investigative Committee building. A woman staged a one-person
picket with a sign that said, “Free all political prisoners,” Interfax reported.



Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2012/07/31/navalny-faces-10-years-for-timber-theft-a16666


