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Being a 'Foreign Agent'
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Anti-corruption campaigner Alexei Navalny

Anti-corruption campaigner Alexei Navalny labeled the country's top investigator a "foreign
agent' Thursday after publishing documents accusing him of concealing real estate
and business interests in the Czech Republic.

Navalny said on his LiveJournal page that he was following up on comments by United Russia
State Duma Deputy Alexander Khinshtein, who first made the claims against Investigative
Committee head Alexander Bastrykin in 2008.

According to Navalny, a leader of the protest movement against President Vladimir Putin's
rule, Bastrykin "set about covering his tracks" after Khinstein's comments appeared in the
Moskovsky Komsomolets daily by backdating documents registering the sale of his share
in Czech real estate firm LAW Bohemia.
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"Dispensing with a stake in company is a formal process conducted with notarized actions.
Therefore, he [Bastrykin] used fake authorities and phony deals," Navalny wrote.

In addition, Bastrykin didn't pay income tax on the roughly 50,000 Czech korunas ($2,400)
he received from the stake sale, didn't inform the Federal Tax Service about his overseas
income and held residency rights in the EU member state while having access to state secrets,
Navalny said, posting scanned documents on LiveJournal to back up his accusations.

Navalny said he had sent letters to Putin, the Investigative Committee, Federal Security
Service, as well as all Duma fractions and the Czech police, informing them of his findings.

Bastrykin has repeatedly denied owning a business abroad.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2012/07/26/navalny-accuses-top-investigator-of-being-a-foreign-ag
ent-a16557



