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Dmitry Kratov, former deputy head of the Butyrka prison, faces a maximum sentence of five years in jail
for negligence over Magnitsky's death.

A prison official on trial for negligence in the case of Sergei Magnitsky, the anti-corruption
lawyer, has claimed the whistle-blower's death in custody was caused by "extreme stress."

Dmitry Kratov, former deputy head of the Butyrka prison, said Magnitsky had needed neither
serious operations, hospitalization, nor any other special attention during his time
in detention in an interview with the Moskovsky Komsomolets newspaper published Friday.

Magnitsky, who had accused officials of massive tax fraud, had written to the authorities
protesting about denial of medical care and cruel and degrading treatment. The lawyer died
in jail aged 37 in November 2009.

Kratov denied allegations of medical neglect. He said that although Magnitsky showed no
need for hospitalization, he had sent the lawyer to a special therapeutic unit in the jail
in October 2009, where he spent 39 days.



"I know that Magnitsky did not even have pancreatis. It was cholecystitis [gall stones]. But
Magnitsky did not die from this. Magnitsky died from congestive heart failure," he said. "This
can be provoked by extreme stress. And this has been confirmed by serious professionals."

Kratov appeared at Tverskoi Court on Friday charged with failing to fulfill his duties
in relation to the death of Magnitsky.

A lawyer representing Magnitsky's family told journalists that Kratov should be on trial
for murder, rather than negligence, Interfax reported. Murder charges carry a maximum
sentence of 15 years' imprisonment, whereas the maximum for negligence is five years.

At Friday's preliminary hearing, the court turned down the family's application to return
the case to prosecutors to consider a murder charge.

A report by the Kremlin's human rights council published in July 2011 found that Magnitsky
had been "completely deprived of medical help" before his death, with evidence suggesting he
had died as a result of a beating.

The findings prompted then-President Dmitry Medvedev to describe the lawyer's death as
"probably criminal."
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