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Illegal and temporary migrants make up roughly 7 percent of Russia's 75 million-person
work force, a larger share than in any member of the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development, which Russia wants to join.

Russia had about 960,000 temporary workers in 2010, "higher than in any OECD country
and more than double the number admitted into the United States," according to the OECD's
2012 International Migration Outlook, released Thursday.

Russia is committed to joining the Paris-based 34-nation bloc but has yet to seal the deal.

Three-fourths of Russia's temporary migrants work in just four sectors: agriculture,
construction, manufacturing and trade.

Legal migrants account for about 2.5 percent of the nation's work force. The number
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of "unauthorized" workers could be three times as high, the report said.

One of the drivers for the large proportion of illegal migrants is labor quotas for workers
from the Commonwealth of Independent States. Such workers had previously been allowed
to enter Russia for three months without a visa.

In practice, the quotas have merely replaced legal migration with an increase in illegal
workers.

With Russia's working-age population projected to decrease by 7 million people between 2010
and 2020, the country's dependence on migrant workers will continue to rise, the report said.

The main sources of immigration to Russia in 2010 were Kazakhstan (28,000 migrants),
Ukraine (27,500) and Uzbekistan (24,000).

Earlier this year, then-Prime Minister Vladimir Putin proposed a number of measures to deal
with illegal immigration, including deporting violators and  prosecuting anyone who helps
arrange housing for them.

Migration statistics are often akin to "alchemy" as different countries use different methods
of counting migrants, said Natalya Zubarevich, regional program director at the Independent
Institute of Social Policy.

Shadow illegal migration in Russia is enormous and impossible to measure, Zubarevich told
The Moscow Times.

"But it's true that migrants go to the States to settle there, while most migrants coming
to Russia want to earn money and travel back home," she added.

The United States' work force is about 3.5 percent illegal migrants.

In addition, the share of foreign students enrolled in degree programs in Russia was only 1.4
percent in 2010, versus an average of 6.4 percent in the OECD, the report said.

Seventy percent of Russia's foreign students come from CIS countries, especially Kazakhstan,
with 27 percent. The most from outside the CIS come from China, with 10 percent, and India,
with 3.5 percent.
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