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Alexei Zhuravlev, left, leader of the Congress of Russian Communities, at a round table with United
Russia

A nationalist political organization that cooperates closely with United Russia said it is
looking to assemble armed patrols to prevent interethnic conflicts, a few days after Slavs
and North Caucasus migrants faced off in a Kirov region village.

Alexei Zhuravlev, head of the Congress of Russian Communities, told Izvestia that
the organization would start by creating a "conflict map of Russia."

"It is essential that we create a mechanism for predicting interethnic conflicts. It's not that
difficult. Governors, for instance, know perfectly well where such conflicts could happen
in their regions," said Zhuravlev, who is also a Duma deputy with the ruling United Russia
party.

On the basis of this conflict map, the Congress of Russian communities hopes to dispatch
armed volunteers to patrol the streets and keep watch in case violence flares up.



"We are ready to set up volunteer brigades to ensure interethnic harmony in places where
there is danger," Zhuravlev said. "It's not right to go around with empty hands and convince
everyone with words and opinions. We will find a legal way to arm them [the brigades]."

But experts consulted by Izvestia poured scorn on the nationalist organization's plans.

"You'll not succeed in creating a full-bodied conflict map. We live in a country in which
the ethnic makeup is relatively varied and conflicts of this type could arise everywhere," said
Nikolai Petrov, a scholar in residence at the Carnegie Moscow Center.

"Instead of creating useless volunteer divisions, it would be better to properly reform
the Interior Ministry," he added.

The Congress of Russian Communities was initially founded in 1992 to promote the rights
of ethnic Russians living in the newly independent countries of the former Soviet Union.

From 2003 it merged into the Rodina bloc under current Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry
Rogozin, who is still considered its informal leader. The organization was reregistered by the
Justice Ministry as a separate entity in August 2011.
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