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Titov wants Putin to free 13,000 people jailed for economic crimes. Sergei Porter

ST. PETERSBURG — President Vladimir Putin would send a positive signal to investors with
the release of former Yukos CEO Mikhail Khodorkovsky as part of an amnesty for people
convicted of economic crimes, said Boris Titov, Putin's new commissioner for business rights.

Titov will propose to Putin the release of 13,000 people jailed for economic crimes, including
Khodorkovsky, who has been in jail since 2003 and whose sentence ends in 2017, he said in an
interview at the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum.

Putin, who was president when Khodorkovsky was charged with fraud and tax evasion,
returned to the Kremlin last month with a pledge of pushing Russia to 50th from 120th
in the World Bank's Doing Business ranking by 2015.

The jailed tycoon's release would provide a signal to investors, Titov said. "For the investment
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climate, this would be good news," Titov said. "This should be just and the right decision."
Khodorkovsky "has been in prison too long. He did something others also did, but nobody else
is serving such a sentence."

Titov, head of the Delovaya Rossia business lobby group, will report directly to Putin as
ombudsman for Russian and foreign entrepreneurs, an office Putin unveiled Thursday at the
forum. Putin said he would sign the necessary decree soon.

Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev, who ended his four-year tenure as president last month,
said in April that the government might consider an amnesty for those convicted of economic
crimes, an initiative that must first be discussed with lawmakers.

Authorities may also review sentencing guidelines, Medvedev said. A year ago, the Kremlin's
human rights council called for an amnesty for economic crimes that would apply
to Khodorkovsky. Medvedev has said that freeing him wouldn't be "dangerous" for the
country.

"The injustice that some guilty people will be released is much less of an injustice than when
you have innocent people in prison," Titov said. "Better to release guilty people than keep
innocent people in prison."

If the amnesty happens, it would be the biggest in Russian history, he said.

Titov, whose office will work on proposals to improve the investment climate, with plans
to overhaul the tax and criminal codes and to make it easier to register businesses, said he was
ready to cooperate with the human rights council. He's also prepared to review the case
of Sergei Magnitsky, an anti-corruption lawyer who died in a Moscow jail.

Titov said he would lobby for lower corporate taxes on production, which he would
compensate for by raising levies on consumption, property, alcohol and tobacco.

"The business climate is one of the instruments to attract investment," Titov said. "Without
investments, the economy won't grow."

The rule of law is Russia's "biggest problem," said Titov, who said his office must strive
to protect businesses.
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