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A Proton-M rocket

The launch of a Proton-M rocket carrying a Dutch communications satellite was aborted
Tuesday after technicians discovered a glitch in the rocket’s first-stage steering system.

The mishap threatens to further erode confidence in the national space industry, which has
been shaken in recent years by a string of technical failures.

The Russian-built rocket, carrying a Sirius-5 satellite owned by the Netherlands-based firm
SES, was ready to launch from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan when the glitch was
discovered.

The 6,000-kilogram satellite, built by California-based Space Systems/Loral, is intended to
provide communications services to clients in Europe and Africa.

Space officials sent mixed messages about when the next launch attempt will take place.

An official at the state-owned Khrunichev Center, which makes the Proton-M, told RIA-
Novosti that the launch would be rescheduled for Tuesday.



But the Federal Space Agency said in a statement that the date would be announced later.

The launch would have been this year’s sixth of a Proton-M rocket and the 378th of a member
of the Proton family, which dates back to the mid-1960s.

Last summer, a technical booster-stage malfunction on a Proton-M sent a $265 million
communications satellite into the wrong orbit.

In November, a technical failure in a different rocket system led to the loss of the $65 million
Phobos-Grunt probe, designed to bring soil samples back from Mars.

Concern about the reliability of Russian rockets has been high since the U.S. Space Shuttle
program was scuttled in July 2011, giving Russia a monopoly on the delivery of astronauts and
supplies to the International Space Station.
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