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BERLIN — Former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko’s chronic back ailment has
improved somewhat, but she is far from cured and the conditions at the hospital in her
homeland are making treatment very difficult, German doctors said Tuesday.

Officials in Berlin have tried to persuade Ukraine to allow Tymoshenko to travel to Germany
for treatment. But Karl Max Einhaeupl, the head of Berlin’s Charite Hospital, said he sees “no
tendency in Ukraine to allow her to leave” for treatment.

“The medical condition has improved. She is more mobile, she is moving around at least a few
hours a day,” Einhaeupl said. “The pain is a little bit less than at the beginning of the
treatment, but it’s not gone at all.”

Tymoshenko’s deep distrust of Ukrainian officials and government-appointed doctors hasn’t
helped and was fed by an incident in which her medical records were shown on television, he
said.



Her treatment at the hospital is “under constant surveillance, by video cameras and by
guards,” he added. The German doctors insisted on the cameras being taped over during
visits, but Tymoshenko fears  there may be more cameras.

“I think I can say that … Mrs. Tymoshenko has great trust in the doctors from Germany, but
we are never alone with her. There is always someone there,” not least a second patient in the
same room, Einhaeupl said.

“It is proving to be very difficult, and in the end, it is impossible to predict whether, under
these conditions, we can really bring about a cure,” he said.

Einhaeupl said Tymoshenko has raised the possibility of being transferred to Kiev, which the
doctors would welcome. Putting Tymoshenko under house arrest also would make matters
easier. 

“She is afraid that people will harm her,” Einhaeupl said. “That’s the reason she refuses every
injection or everything that is invasive.”
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