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Only 2 Percent Believe Government
Income Declarations

May 03, 2012

Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Khloponin reported the highest income among cabinet members last
year, putting the figure at 484 million rubles ($16.37 million). Maxim Stulov

Rules requiring government officials to disclose income in official reports don't seem to be
instilling confidence to Russians, as a new poll by the Levada Center shows only two percent
of people believe officials disclose all sources of income.

The latest official income statements for cabinet members showed Deputy Prime Minister
Alexander Khloponin sold some shares to become the highest-earning cabinet member, with
an income of 484 million rubles ($16.37 million) last year. Prime Minister Vladimir Putin was
near the bottom of the list, with a comparatively meager 3.7 million rubles, and Energy
Minister Sergei Shmatko — who oversees the country's most money-making industry, which
includes oil and gas producers — rounded out the bottom of the list with 3.3 million rubles.

Declarations of income and assets for public servants were first instituted by a 2010 decree
of President Dmitry Medvedev. Most state employees must disclose information on income up
to May 14.



But the efforts to increase transparency have had paltry results. At the end of the 2011
declaration campaign, only 1 percent of Levada poll respondents unequivocally believed
officials disclosed all income, while the number has risen to two percent in the latest poll,
Vedomosti reported. Thirteen percent said officials hide most of their income, while 70
percent believed varying sums were concealed.

The Levada poll also indicated Russians are pessimistic that corrupt practices will change
after Putin retakes the presidency May 7, beginning the first of two possible six-year terms.
The percent of Russians who thought his battle with corruption would have significant results
has dropped from 36 percent in 2000 to 26 percent in the latest poll.
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