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JmuHHOE, 3e/1EHoe, MsacoM naxHeT: long, green and smells like meat

My study of the annual addresses of Russian leaders is something like Kremlinology crossed
with reading tea leaves with a bit of linguistic analysis thrown in. I'm looking for a sense

of mood conveyed by language, some linguistic hint of what lies ahead. And with Vladimir
Putin, I'm looking for some "special" expressions, That is, expressions I don't understand
that turn out to be archaic or crude — or both.

So I listened to Vladimir Putin's 2012 address before the State Duma on Wednesday. And then I
read the transcript. I scratched my head and read it again. Vladimir Vladimirovich! What
happened? When did you turn into a linguistic Mr. Bland?

Of course, there is some of his trademark assertiveness, as in xouy rmoguepkHyTb (I must
stress) and yBepsito (I insist).

But most of the speech is based on rhetorical questions and answers — a whopping 82
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of them, by my count. Many of the questions follow happy talk about progress and admit that
things could, of course, be better: JlocTaTouno aToro wiu Het? HegocraTouHo. (Is that
enough? No, it's not.)

Some of the self-interviewing seems to even undercut the stream of positive statistics, like
this internal Q&A about rising imports: [Touemy 3To nmpoucxonuT? [Io0TOMY UTO Hallla
SKOHOMMKA, Hallla IPOMBINIJIEHHOCTH He OTBeYaeT BbI30BaM CETOJHSIIITHEr0 SHS 110
KauecTBY U 110 rieHe ToBapoB. (Why does this happen? Because our economy and our
industries are not meeting today's demand for high-quality, low-cost goods.)

Then there was an astonishing bit about NATO operations in Afghanistan, which was like

a patient teacher walking dim-witted students through a difficult concept: MbI ¢ Bamu
ITIOHKMMaeM, YTO ITPOUCXOAUT B AdraHucTane, Benb mpasaa? (You and I understand what's
happening in Afghanistan, isn't that true?) MbI ¢ BaMM 3aMHTepECOBaHbI B TOM, YTO0BI
cuTyanus TaM 6blIa o KOHTpoieMm, Tak? (You and I want the situation there to be under
control, right?) I MbI ¢ BaMu He XOTHM, YTOObI HAIIIK COJI/JaThl BOEBATM Ha TA/I’KUKCKO -
adraHcko rpanune? He xorum. (And do you and I want our soldiers fighting along

the Tajik-Afghan border? No, we don't.)

This little exchange ended with: Ho Tam 3amazHoe coobiecTBo 1 HATO MpUCyTCTBYIOT. Jlati
Bor M 3[0pOBbsI, ITyCcKai paboTaroT. (But the Western community and NATO are there. God
grant them health. Let them work.)

Give me a minute to pick up my jaw from the floor.

In response to criticism from the Communist Party deputies, Putin gave a spirited defense

of capitalism: B 11eiom oHa [171aHOBasi 9KOHOMMKa] ropa3zo MmeHee 3(pPeKTUBHa, UeM
pPBIHOUHAasi 5KOHOMMKa (Overall, a planned economy is far less effective than a market
economy). And he stomped on any attempt to romanticize the economic success of the Soviet
period, sometimes with old jokes: JInuHHOe, 3e71éHOE, MSICOM ITaxHeT. UTO TaKoe?
JnmekTprUKa B MockBy. (What's long, green and smells like meat? A Moscow commuter train)
— that is, a train filled with shoppers who came to Moscow to buy meat that was unavailable
outside the capital.

There were shows of modesty and appeals to work together, like: 3HaeTe, BMecTe Hazjo
IOAyMaTh, 3T0 HemmpocToM Bompoc. (You know, we have to think about that together. It's not
an easy question.) Or: §I He 3Hato, Hafilo BMecTe nmoayMaTth. (I don't know. We have to think
about that together.)

UYTo 3T0 3HAUUT? S He 3Har0. [laBaliTe MbI ¢ BaMu BmecTe nmogymaeM. (What does this mean?
I don't know. Let's think about this together.)
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