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KIEV — Jailed former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko will be allowed to leave prison to be
treated for a back condition at a Ukrainian hospital, prosecutors said Monday as
the government appeared to bow to Western pressure.

German doctors who examined her last month concluded that she suffers from intense pain
and needs urgent treatment in a specialized clinic. Tymoshenko's family said she suffers
from a herniated disc.

Prosecutors' spokesman Yuri Boichenko said Monday that Tymoshenko will be treated at a
specialized medical clinic in the eastern city of Kharkiv, where she is imprisoned.

The statement came days after the German government offered to treat Tymoshenko
in Germany and said it was in talks with Ukrainian authorities on making that possible.
The European Court of Human Rights asked the Ukrainian government last month to ensure
that Tymoshenko gets specialized medical treatment outside prison.



Tymoshenko's lawyer, Serhiy Vlasenko, reacted with skepticism, insisting that the clinic
should be determined by the German doctors who diagnosed her and prescribed her
treatment. He said Tymoshenko will agree to being treated at a Ukrainian clinic only if that
treatment is approved by the German doctors and is conducted by independent Ukrainian
doctors.

"How can you trust a system that for half a year has been saying she is healthy?" Vlasenko
said. "What kind of clinic will they choose? It makes no sense."

On Friday, Ukraine and the EU took a first step toward the former Soviet country's gradual
integration into the bloc, but EU officials said an accord is unlikely until Tymoshenko's case is
resolved.

The 51-year-old opposition leader is serving a seven-year sentence after being convicted
in October of abusing her office while negotiating a natural gas supply contract with Russia
in 2009. The case has strained Ukraine's ties with the West, which condemned it as politically
motivated.
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