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A former Interior Minister for the Republic of Yakutia, now known as Sakha, has been put
on an international wanted list on a charge of embezzling a Mercedes from the ministry,
the regional Investigate Committee said.

Yakov Stakhov, who served as the Siberian republic's top cop from June 2006 to April 2011,
was questioned in February as a suspect in the crime and ordered by a Yakutsk court to remain
in the city, regional investigators said Friday in a statement. Stakhov was then ordered
to appear in court to face corruption charges on Feb. 24, but fled to Moscow the day before.

Investigators have put Stakhov on an international wanted list.

The embezzled Mercedes in question was a gift to the Interior Ministry from a diamond-
mining company, Komsomolskaya Pravda reported earlier this month. But instead of the
ministry keeping the car, it was apparently sold to an unnamed Moscow buyer. After it was
discovered that the car was missing, it re-appeared at the ministry, but a criminal
embezzlement case was opened nonetheless.
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