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PARIS — France’s highest legal authority has ruled that a law that would have made it illegal
to deny the mass killing of Armenians by Ottoman Turks was unconstitutional, a move quickly
welcomed by Turkey.

The decision by France’s Constitutional Council invalidates the law, which President Nicolas
Sarkozy was due to ratify by the end of February, and appeared to set the stage for a thaw in
diplomatic ties between Ankara and Paris.

Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu said his cabinet would meet to consider whether
to restart economic, political and military contacts with France, which had been frozen after
the French Senate passed the law on Jan. 23.

“The correction of this grave error by the highest court in France is satisfying,” Turkey’s
Foreign Ministry said.

France faces a presidential election on April 22 and May 6. Turkey had previously argued that
Sarkozy’s center-right government had supported the law to secure the votes of some
500,000 Armenians living in France.



Yet minutes after the ruling, Sarkozy’s office said he had asked his government to draft a new
version of the law that would take into account the Constitutional Council’s decision —
raising the prospect of further acrimony.

“The president of the republic considers that [genocide] denial is intolerable and must
therefore be punished,” his office said in a statement.

Turkey, which recognizes that many Armenians died in 1915, says “genocide” is an inaccurate
term to describe the events because it argues that thousands were killed in massacres and
counter-massacres led by both Turks and Armenians.

Armenians argue that 1.5 million of their people were killed deliberately by the Ottoman
Turkish Empire. Sarkozy, who is lagging in opinion polls, would soon meet with
representatives of France’s Armenian community, his office said.

The Council ruled that the law, which would have imposed a 45,000-euro ($61,000) fine, a
one-year prison sentence, or both, on genocide deniers, ran against the principles of freedom
of expression written into France’s founding documents.

French law already considers denial of Europe’s Holocaust illegal.

The Council said it was possible to put legal limits on freedom of expression to protect privacy
and public order.

However, any such law would have to be “necessary, adapted and proportional” to the desired
effect, while having the potential for creating a legal precedent.
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