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Matviyenko 'Most Influential Female'
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Federation Council Speaker Valentina Matviyenko, pop singer Alla Pugachyova
and presidential spokeswoman Natalya Timakova took the top three spots on a list of the
country's most influential women published Monday by radio station Ekho Moskvy.

The list's top 10 included others in the upper echelons of government, including Economic
Development Minister Elvira Nabiullina, ranked fifth, and Health and Social Development
Minister Tatyana Golikova, ranked sixth.

Socialite and TV personality Ksenia Sobchak was seventh on the list, and Moscow Helsinki
Group head Lyudmila Alekseyeva was 10th.

The rankings were assigned by a so-called expert council composed of 24 journalists
and other figures chosen by Ekho Moskvy. The council included 22 men and two women.

The experts ranked the women according to "their own impression of how influential one or
another woman is,' the radio station wrote on its website.

Matviyenko, speaking Monday on Ekho Moskvy, said the most influential woman is like



the most influential man in that "it is a person whose ideas, actions and activity lead to visible
changes, in the life of society and the life of the country,'" Interfax reported.
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