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Ay: Helloo! Where are you? Anybody home?

This year, 6a6ne meTo (wWhat Americans call Indian summer) seems to have lasted a total of
just one day, but all the same dacha life continues to have its pleasures. The damp and relative
warmth are still creating paradise for the modern hunter-gatherer.

After stripping our yards of every possible rpu6 (mushroom) in the categories of safely
cpeno6HbIi (edible) and the more anxiety-producing ycioBHO-cBheno6HbIM (edible with
reservations), our little band of mushroom hunters moved to the fields and woods.

Everything was a delight for the senses: the scent of rich, loamy earth, the blindingly bright
yellow leaves dancing down from the trees to the forest floor, and, best of all, the calls of our
invisible friends floating on the air through the dense woods: Ay! Ay! (Where are you? Where
areyou?)

Sorry. Fall makes me lyrical.
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Ay is called out in Russian whenever you want to know where someone is or to find out if
anyone at all is there. You are most likely to hear it in the woods or the dark: Ay! I'ne Bb1?
OTKINKHUTECH, To>KanmyricTa! (Hey! Where are you! Please respond!)

But you might also hear it when your significant other comes home: BxogHasi gBeps
OTBOPHUTCSI, TIOTOM XJIOITHET, U 51 ycibimty: “Munbiii, ay!” (The front door will open, then
slam shut, and I’ll hear: “Honey! Where are you?”) There is even a lovely verb, aykaTs (to call
out): I rpOMKO ayKai, ogHaKo MHe He oTBedainu (I called out loudly, but no one answered).

There are, of course, less esthetically pleasing ways to shout in Russian. KpuuaTs can be used
for any shout or cry: KpuyaTs oT 60711 (to cry out in pain); KpuuaTs oT BocTopra (to shout
with delight).

Alas, with kpruaTs, you need to pay attention to prepositions and case endings. OH Kpru4yan
06 3Tom means ‘“He shouted about it” — that is, he spoke angrily about something. Mara
Kpuyaja Ha Hero means “Masha yelled at him,” while the less common Maiira Kpuyasa ero
means “Masha yelled for him.”

KpuuaTs can also be used in the sense of testify: Kakue-To meiouu B IIOBeJieHUY, B MaHepe
BECTH ce0s1 1 TOBOPUTH ITPOCTO KPUYAIM 0 TOM, UTO0 6orat (Some small aspects of his
behavior, his bearing and his way of speaking made it obvious that he was rich). Or the tip-off
might have been his million-dollar Rolex.

Another verb, opaTs, is almost a synonym of KpuuaTs, only it generally implies screaming
rather than shouting and is slightly more likely to be derogatory. OpaTs can refer to any noise
— human, animal, natural or mechanical — that is very loud. If someone says: I[ITu1IbI OPYT
Ha paccBeTe (the birds start screaming at dawn), chances are he’s not enjoying their morning
serenade. It can also refer to anything that screams visually: V Hux 3TOT 6€1b1i1 AUBaH
mpocto opét! (Their white couch sticks out like a sore thumb!)

After an afternoon of shouting, screaming, and ay-ing in the woods, our band of mushroom
hunters found each other. We showed off our laden baskets and tossed out a few dubious
mushrooms.

Then I thought to ask: Eciu KpukHeb B jiecy “Ay” — uto B orBeT? (If someone shouts
Helloo! in the woods, what should the reply be?) The answer — clearly from experience —
was: He kpuuu! §I 5xe psitom! (Don’t shout! I’'m right next to you!)
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