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Something prevented the engines of the Yak-42 jet that crashed in Yaroslavl this month
from reaching full power for takeoff, the Interstate Aviation Committee reported on its web
site Saturday.

The plane's three engines failed to switch into takeoff mode because of an "additional
deceleration force," the agency said, citing preliminary data from the flight recorders.

The Yak-42 only managed to lift off 400 meters from the end of the runway, and only reached
an altitude of 5 to 6 meters, it said.

The jet hit a navigational beacon and crashed into the ground, breaking apart and bursting
into flames, earlier reports said.

The aviation agency did not specify what caused the deceleration force, but its statement
lends weight to the theory reported by media that the pilots might have forgotten to switch
off the parking brake.

http://mak.ru/russian/investigations/2011/yak-42_ra-42434.html


The agency is analyzing what remains of the jet's braking system, and the Gromov Flight
Research Institute in the Moscow region town of Zhukovsky is preparing a simulation of the
crash using a similar plane, the statement said, without elaborating.

Forty-four people, including most of the players for Lokomotiv Yaroslavl, one of Russia's best
ice hockey clubs, were killed in the crash on Sept. 7. Among them were players from Belarus,
the Czech Republic, Germany, Lithuania, Slovakia, Sweden and Ukraine, as well as Canadian
coach Brad McCrimmon. The team was flying to its Kontinental Hockey League season opener
against Dinamo Minsk.

Winger Alexander Galimov survived the crash but died last Monday in the hospital. The sole
survivor, crew member Alexander Sizov, remains hospitalized with burns and broken bones.

Latvian NHL veteran Karlis Skrastins, who signed for Lokomotiv in May and also died in the
crash, was laid to rest in Riga on Friday. About 20,000 people came to his funeral.
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