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City Day Moves to Red Square, Lights Up
MGU
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Moscow State University lit up in a presentation of what the building will look like during part of the light
and video show scheduled for Sunday at 10 p.m.

Moscow will celebrate its first City Day under new Mayor Sergei Sobyanin on Sunday, with
more than 700 events spread all over the city.

Despite the new city leader, planes will, as they did under his predecessor, clear the sky of
clouds to ensure a rain-free weekend.

Official celebrations will take place on Red Square for the first time, with 6,500 spectators
expected for a show that will include more than 2,500 artists.

Unless you have an invite, don’t expect to walk into that event. But entry is open to all at
Moscow State University with a grand light and video show — Alfa-Show 4D — that will be
projected onto the university building at 10 p.m. The event marks 20 years of Alfa Bank.
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Australian David Atkins, who masterminded the opening ceremonies for the Summer
Olympics in Sydney in 2000 and the opening and closing ceremonies of the Vancouver Winter
Games last year, has been working on the event with his team for the last six months.

“We will build real elements into the projection like fire and fireworks, which will create our
fourth dimension,” Atkins said in a telephone interview.

The show will be projected onto 25,500-meter surface, a world record, and also feature the
world’s most famous urban free climber, Frenchman Alain Robert, who has climbed the Eiffel
Tower and the Empire State Building and who will scale the university during the event.

Many roads in the city center will be closed off as usual for Sunday’s events, such as the
waiters race starting from the Hotel Metropol, which sees participants run while holding a full
tray.

As part of the day, a big screen will be set up on Tverskaya Ulitsa and the crew of the
International Space Station will congratulate the crowds.

All of the Boulevard Ring will have various art-based shows from 2 to 10 p.m. Manezh Square
will have free art lessons from 2:30 to 6 p.m., with a collective portrait of Moscow made at the
end.

Kamergersky Pereulok will have a stage set up with performers singing hits from stage
musicals starting at 5 p.m. The All-Russia Exhibition Center will host a street art and extreme
sports festival from 5 to 10 p.m.

Celebrations have been restricted to one day this year because Saturday is the anniversary of
the Beslan school hostage crisis.

Unconnected with the City Day celebrations, the 35MM movie theater will host “Show US!” a
mini season of American documentary films starting Friday. Six films will be shown,
including “Poster Girl,” which follows an all-American high school cheerleader after her
return from the Iraq war. The directorial debut of Sara Neeson, the film was nominated this
year for an academy award for best documentary, short subject. Mitchell Block, producer of
“Poster Girl,” will a feature in a question-and-answer session after the film’s screening
Saturday.

Jordana Glick-Franzheim, producer of “One Lucky Elephant,” will speak Tuesday after the
showing of his film, about a circus man trying to find a home for an aging performer.

For a full list of movies and showtimes, see kino35mm.ru. All films are shown in English with
Russian subtitles.
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