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In ambiguous remarks about the shuffle, Nurgaliyev said Tuesday that the ministry would change senior
police officials every five years in line with the Medvedev-backed police reform. Igor Tabakov

President Dmitry Medvedev on Tuesday replaced the chief of the traffic police and the head
of the Russian branch of Interpol, ramping up a police reform that started in March
by dismissing the most high-profile officials yet.

Career police official Viktor Nilov, 56, was appointed to replace Viktor Kiryanov at the helm
of the traffic police, while Alexander Prokupchik, 50, deputy head at the country's Interpol
bureau, was promoted to head the agency, the Kremlin said on its web site.

The statement did not specify whether Kiryanov and Prokupchik's predecessor, Viktor
Lakhonin, were offered new state jobs.

Nilov has served in the traffic police since the late 1970s. He worked in St. Petersburg — where
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both Prime Minister Vladimir Putin and Medvedev began their political careers — before
moving to the agency's central office in Moscow in the mid-2000s. He had served as deputy
chief of the national traffic police since 2008.

The appointment spells no changes for the notoriously corrupt traffic police, said motorist
rights champion Leonid Olshansky. "Nothing will change. He was a member of the old team,"
Olshansky said on Rusnovosti.ru radio.

The reshuffle follows sackings on Saturday that saw Medvedev dismiss two close allies
of Putin. One of them, head of the Interior Ministry's Investigative Committee, Alexei
Anichkin, was a classmate of Putin at a Leningrad law school, while the other, police General
Yevgeny Shkolov, served alongside Putin in the KGB in East Germany in the 1980s.

Anichkin was replaced by police General Valery Kozhokar, and Shkolov by Bashkortostan
police chief Igor Alyoshin, both members of Medvedev's inner circle, Vedomosti reported
Tuesday, citing anonymous sources in the Interior Ministry.

Medvedev also appointed First Deputy Interior Minister Mikhail Sukhodolsky to head the St.
Petersburg police, a shuffle seen by analysts as a demotion for the long-serving official who is
also a protege of Putin.

With the shakeup, most of the eight deputies of Interior Minister Rashid Nurgaliyev —
himself a Putin appointee — are Medvedev nominees, fueling speculation that Nurgaliyev
might be on his way out.

"It looks like Minister Nurgaliyev is being encircled," said Alexei Mukhin, an analyst with
the Center for Political Information.

By filling Nurgaliyev's office with his appointees, Medvedev also signals that he is "not
satisfied with the way police reforms are being implemented," Mukhin said.

In ambiguous remarks about the shuffle, Nurgaliyev said Tuesday that the ministry would
change senior police officials every five years in line with the Medvedev-backed police reform.

"Rotation is an effective mechanism for combating corruption," Nurgaliyev said, Itar-Tass
reported.

But the minister, who was appointed in 2004, added that the rotation does not necessarily
imply dismissal, and regional police chiefs could be simply moved to other regions.

Medvedev dismissed the heads of the Ingush and Chechen police forces Monday.
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