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Air travel between Russia and northern Germany was disrupted for hours Wednesday as
a cloud of abrasive ash from Iceland's Grimsvotn volcano continued its drift to the southeast.

Aeroflot and Lufthansa canceled daytime flights to Hamburg and Berlin, although Aeroflot
later rescheduled the flight to Berlin for Wednesday evening, Interfax said. Rossiya delayed its
Berlin-St. Petersburg flight by several hours.

In addition, Transaero reported 30-minute delays on its trans-Atlantic flights to Toronto
and New York.

German airspace was partially closed for several hours early Wednesday over ash concerns,
The Associated Press said. All airports resumed operations later in the day.

Neighboring France and Belgium did not implement any air travel restrictions. The Kremlin
said President Dmitry Medvedev was set to depart for the G8 summit in the French town
of Deauville on Thursday as planned.



Grimsvotn decreased its activity drastically on Wednesday, air safety watchdog Eurocontrol
said.

The ash cloud was set to reach St. Petersburg by Thursday, but both Eurocontrol and the
Russian federal weather bureau said it would not affect domestic air travel.

In Europe, some 1,000 flights have been grounded since the eruption started late Saturday,
half of them in Britain. Nevertheless, no Russian tourists have canceled upcoming tours
of Iceland, where airports were reopened this week, Interfax reported, citing a tourist
industry representative.

Another Icelandic volcano, Eyjafjallajokull, caused weeklong disruptions to air traffic across
Europe last year. But local geophysicist Pall Einarsson told AP that Grimsvotn's eruption was
not expected to be as disastrous.
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