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IIpecc-KoH@epeHIUA: news conference

As I watched President Dmitry Medvedev's news conference and then pored over

the transcript, looking for linguistic signs of his future and the future of the country, I found it
hard to keep my pseudo-Kremlinologist hat on. I kept turning into a mother hen, muttering:
Must you always sound so tentative? Do you know that you said s cumaro (I think) 37 times?

It was all pretty bland. No sensational revelations of rifts in the tandem, no announcement
of candidacy and a lot of platitudes like this: BonbItue 1nery 3aKI04a0TCs B TOM, UYT0ObI
W3MEHUTD JKU3Hb, U3MEHUTH Hallly JKU3Hb K JIYUIIIeMy, YTOOBI JIFOAY cebs1 JTyuIiie
YYBCTBOBAJIN, YTOOBI YPOBEHB I0X0/I0B ITOJHUMAJICSI, YTOOBI COI[MAIbHbIE TPOrPaMMBbI
BBINONHSIUCH (Our major goals consist of improving life, changing life for the better, so that
people feel better, their incomes rise and social programs are carried out).

True, some of the journalists were a kick. I liked the chutzpa of the fellow who wanted
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the president's parking space: §I 3Har0, uTO y Baiiieii cyrpyru ecThb ABa MalllTHOMECTa, a MHe
MaIlIMHY II0CTaBUTh Herfe. He cramuTe v ciyyaeM MaminHomecTo B aperay? (I know that
your wife has two parking spaces, but I don't have any place to park. Would you mind renting
me one of your spaces?)

Sometimes Medvedev spoke without hemming and hawing, like his response to a question
about the possible threat that former Yukos CEO Mikhail Khodorkovsky posed to society:
BoIpoc KOPOTKUM U OTBET TO>Ke KOPOTKUM — abCOoM0THO HrdyeM He ornaceH (The question
was to the point and so is the answer: He poses absolutely no danger).

And he certainly peppered his speech with interesting loanwords and professional slang, like
MHBeCTKINMAT (investment climate), avnag (iPad) and the spectacular gbio-gunuazKeHC
(due diligence). When asked about using filler words, he joked: 3naete, 1 Korma fymasn, 4To
CKa3aTh, PEelInI, UTO CKa)Ky, UTO eCTh, KOHKPeTHO, TUIIa, TaKUe CJI0Ba, KOTOpble MHe
MEIIAIOT JKUTh, ¥ COBEPIIIEHHO OUEBUIHO, I OT HUX 0yay u3baBnaThes (You know, when I
thought about what to say, I decided that I'd say there is, for sure, like, these words that mess
up my life and it's absolutely obvious that I'm going to get rid of them).

But all the same he defended good speaking habits: OueHs BasKHO, YTOOBI BCe MbI CTAPaIHCh
HCII0NIb30BaTh 'PAMOTHYIO U OUeHb KPAaCUBYIO POCCUNCKYI0 peub (It's very important that
we all try to use literate and very eloquent Russian speech). This should clearly be done with
IbI0- TN KEHC.

But the president's directness broke down every time he talked about his plans for re-election
(or not). You don't have to be a Freudian to pick up on the convoluted replies filled with
clauses and pauses: '"Takoro poza pelieHus JOIKHBI [IeJIaThCsl UMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT,
KOT/Ia Y>Ke CO3PEJTH IS 3TOTO BCe MPeINIOChUTKY, KOT/Ia 3T0 Oy/IeT MMeTh OKOHUYATETbHbBIN
nonutrudecku apdexrt' (This kind of decision should be made at exactly the moment when
all the preconditions for it have been met, when it will have an ultimate political effect).

Say again?

"Em1é pa3 noguépKuBalo: Bcé 3T0 JOIKHO NOIUMHSITHCS ONpeieIEHHOMY, BIIOJIHE
pasymHomy ciieHapuio' (I'd like to stress again that everything must go according to a
specific, rational script).

What does this mean exactly? "Eciiu 1 oTIipe/ie/Tioch Cie/laTh TaKoe 3asiBJIeHIUe, 5 €0
cpoenato.'" (If I determine to make such an announcement, then I'll do it.)

And when might that be? ""Vske ocTanock >kgaTh He Tak mHoro' (There isn't that long
to wait).

Kgém-c (We're waiting).
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