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KALININGRAD — Drawing tourists to the city of Kaliningrad is getting serious attention from
the region’s government, and the history of the area is helping.

Founded in 1255, the town was part of Prussia and then Germany until the Soviet Union
occupied the region and resettled it with Russians after World War II.

Kaliningrad hasn’t retained much of its heritage as East Prussia. After being extensively
bombed during the war, the city was rebuilt with many features of Soviet urban planning and
was closed to foreigners because of its strategic importance.

Yet, the region’s leisure industry is almost entirely German nostalgia tourism, said Anna
Mitrofanova, a tourism expert at Kaliningrad’s Immanuel Kant Baltic Federal University.
About 70 percent of foreign visitors come from Germany, and this figure will hold as young
relatives replace the old-timers who remember pre-Soviet Kaliningrad, she said.

According to data provided by Mitrofanova, 420,000 tourists visited Kaliningrad in 2010, of
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which about 30 percent, or 126,000 people, were non-Russians. By comparison, more than 1.3
million foreigners visited neighboring Lithuania in 2009, according to Lithuania’s
Department of Statistics.

Mitrofanova said Kaliningrad lags behind Baltic and East European countries in tourists partly
because of its less-developed hospitality industry.

“Our citizens go to our neighbors more than our neighbors come to us,” she explained. “Our
neighbors have a higher quality of service … for the same price.”

Kaliningrad’s regional government is implementing a number of measures to raise tourist
numbers, such as increasing the number of border crossing points and setting up a “green
corridor” for tourists at the crossings, said Yelena Kropinova, director of the Kaliningrad
Region Tourism Agency.
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